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tertainers. To be alone is a trial to which they
are seldom exposed, every lady having compa-
nions amongst her dependants; and according
to her means the number in her establishment is
regulated. Some ladies of rank have from two
to ten companions, independent of slaves and
domestics; and there are some of the Royal
family at Lucknow who entertain in their ser-
vice two or three hundred female dependants, of
all classes. A well-filled zeenahnah is a mark
of gentility; and even the poorest lady in the
country will retain a number of slaves and do-
mestics, if she cannot afford companions; be-
sides which they are miserable without society,
the habit of associating with numbers having
grown up with infancy to maturity: " to be
alone" is considered, with women thus situated,
a real calamity.

On occasions of assembling in large parties,
each lady takes with her a companion besides
two or three slaves to attend upon her, no one
expecting to be served by the servants of the
house at which they are visiting. This swells the
numbers to be provided for; and as the visit is
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